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IHE following Diſcourſe has in ſeveral Places 


4 ( 2 


5 competently judge of 4 Sermon while it paſe 
C9 /es haſtily in the Hearing (as we cannot 

accurately diftingaiſh the Colours of a Bird's Feathers, which 
is flying). or that they think, that, notwithſlanding all its 


Trpe | etttons, the Publication of it may be of ſome Sort 
of De to Religion, both becauſe the Subject (as to all the 


Branches of it) hai not been frequently treated of in the 
Pulpit, and becauſe it is highly Seaſonable in this Age, and 


4 Nation,” where Ridicule is grown ſo 760 evalent, that it falls 
ion, upon Charch, and 


foul «pon every Thing without Diſtin 
2 upon Virtur, and Wiſdom, apon G o p, upd" Mun: 


being a Wit: to be learned, to be wiſe, to be good, 
are Nothing in Compariſon: Even to be noble and 
rich are inferior Things, and afford no ſuch Glory. 


Bat let not Men value themſelves too highly upon this Fa-. 


eglty. As the moſt exquiſite Pleaſures are not thoſe, which 
rake Men laugh 4 So neither is Ridicule the fineſt Mit. 


—_ ns have expreſſed a Defire to ſee it Pub- 
_ =  lifhed; whether it be that Men can bat in- 


Ir has indeed attained to ſo high a Pitch of | Reputation; that. 
#- ſeems to obſcure all other Talents. All Reputation (as - 
4 great Man obſerves)* appears now to ſtoop to that of 


Ihe nobleſt Rind both of Wit 2 Pleaſure, is, Res Severa, 
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The PREFACE. 


4 grave, and a ſerious Thing. And in truth the Succeſs of 
Satyr is owing not ſo much to the Wit, and Ability ofthe. 
Writer, as the Ill nature, or Pride of the Reader, So car- 
nupt, and ungenerous are the Hearts of a great Part of Man- 
kind, that Satyr from the Writer is apprehended to be in 
ſome meaſure Panegyrick «pon the Reader, and Panegyrick,. 
Satyr. A 


T will enlarge no farther im this Preface than to- tell the 
Reader, That what has been briefly ſaid in the following. Diſ= 
courſe in Reference to a Rind of Ridicule, which has been re- 
ceived withſo much Applanſe, and Admiration in m Natty 
on, was not advanced by me, with any Intention t dijpar ag 
the good. Abilities of, the Writer, (who, no doubt, is capable 
of greater Things) but only to ſpeak my. Sentiments impartialiy 
of that ſort of Writing. The Tale of a_Tub-ix ted [4 
very maſterly. Book in the Rind. The. Author | has far exceeds 
ed Rabelais, whom he imitates, . and had: he not been now and 
then prophane, he would have diverted the World with an 
entertaining Work in that Way of Writing, which as- I do not 
altogether diſreliſh, ſo. I. cannot ſa highly admire, as. a great 
many ſeem to do. I. muſt acknowledge, I cannot think it 
the nobleſt Kind of Ridicule, becauſe I do not apprehend. it to 
be the maſt Natural: and I could explain myſelf farther. in. 
this Matter, if. there were Occaſion. Mit there is conifeſſettly, F 
and in Abundance, but not of the. moſt, beautiful. Sort. And 

fo there ts great Agility of Body in Dancing upon the Ropes . 
But it is not ſo natural, and manly an Aitivity, as that 
of the Wreſtler on the Green, or the. Runner in the Race. _. 
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of Men appear not ſo much to ac- 
— commodate themſelves to Religion, 


clinations according to Scripture, they interpret Scri- 
ze according to their Inclinations. The Gay, and 


we * 


> Sanguine, and Voluptuous, will ſee no other Texts 
Able, than thoſe that ſpeak of Chearfulneſs, and 
Mirth, and Pleaſure, and ſo paint Religion with too 


in the 


light an Air. On the other Hand, the Melancholy, and 


Severe, and Moroſe, can diſcern nothing in the Goſpel 


but Auſterity, and Mortification, and ſo deſcribe Reli- 
gion with a frightful Aſpect: The one make their 
Lives as it were a continued Fit of Mirth, and Laughs 
ter, and the other, a Fit of Melancholy, and Weeping. 


But Religion approves of neither of theſe Extremes. 
The Words preceding my Text tells us, That there is 4 
Time to weep, and my Text ſays, That there is a Time to 
laugh. Nature, (or to * more like a Chriſtian) 
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60 ſtrong is the Power of Self-love in 

Mankind, fo great is their Indul- 
gence to their own Paſſions, and na- 

tural Complexion, that à great Part 


ss to ſuit Religion to themſelves, 
and inſtead of regulating their In- 


* 
© 
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G o Þ has lanted i in us ; the different Paſſions of Grief, 
and Joy, and humane Life adminiſters Occaſions for 
the geile of both. And it is the Bufinefs of Rea ſon, 
and Religion to re ang but not extirpate them. As 
to the Paſſion. of Joy, it is not only-approved of, but 
highly promoted by Religion, - The Notion of a Go b, 
and the Belief of his Providence, and the illuſtrious 
Hopes of a Future State, and the Exerciſe of every Chri- 
ſtian Virtue, and particularly Meekneſs, Contentment, 
and univerſal Love for Mankind, and the Reflexions of 
a good Conſcience, tend. ro clear, and. cheer the Heart, 
but not to cloud, and ſadden it. And as the Papen of ; 


rence, than chey even 15 to. Realm: + £4 eleves 
Mens Cares, and inlivens. Converſation, and 
Mankind, to one another, and is ene a great 55 
Refreſhmeat and Recreation of Human Life, | And * | 
F apply to. ne moroſe, and unſociab! le Per- 


1 4 


Nature, they wj n:the Spring oy the ig ; 
and Youth out of Life.” It isurged: indeed by ſome, 
that tho? we read in the Goſpel, and more than once, that 
our Saviour wept, yet it does not appear from. any Part 
ol Scripture, that he laughed, or ſo. much as fmiled in 
all his Life. Now can there be a better Pattern br our 
args than that of the Holy J=s u 52 To this 1 
anſner.: That no certain Coneluſion can de drawn from 
the Silence of Scripture i in this Point. That the Paſſion 
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Manner of Diſpute. But whether He exerciſed that 
Paſſion or no, is indeed a Queſtion. For my own Part, 


it appears to me highly probable that he never did. It 


ſeems to my Apprehenſion beneath the Dignity of our 


Saviour's Character, to laugh, and be ludicrous with the 
Sons of Men, beneath the Tmportance of his Errand to 


Mankind, unſuitable to that Care and Sollicitude for the 
Souls of Men, with which he was conſtantly poſſeſs'd, 
and not at all . to his Circumſtances upon Earth, 

ho wWus 4 34 N 
Theſe are, in very few Words, the Reaſons upon which 


1 of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief. 


F build a Conjefture, that the, bleſſed IE sus never 
laugh'd when He became Fleſh, and dwelt among us, un- 


leſs perhaps during the Time of his early Childhood. I 


fay, a Conje&ure: For Nothing can with Certainty be 


 determin'd in a Matter, about which the hol Scripture is 


if it were poſſible for us to do it, unleſs we were placed 
in his Circumftances, and ſuſtain'd his Character upon 
Earth. I conclude then, That Laughter may be a you D 
juſtifiable Paſſion, when duly govern'd: Nor juſtifiable 
. 5 but uſeful too; in that it relieves our Cares, makes 


8 3 


. >... 
#* | 


entirely ſilent. But tho? our Saviour, in a 


come our Daty'to follow his Example in this Particular 


onverſation ſprightly, and renders Men more delight- 


ed with one another; as I have ſaid above. But there 


may be a farther good Uſe of this Paſſion, eſpecially 


may be uſeful for the Correction, or Prevention of thoſe 


when it is accompany'd with Facetiouſneſs, and Wit: It 


Follies of our Neighbouts, which Nothing elſe perhaps 
can ſo effectually amend, or prevent. Nay, even the groſ- 
fer Vices of Mankind, may ſometimes be cured this Way, 


hen grave Inſtructions, and ſevere Reproef, can 


make no Sort of Impreſſion upon them. Beſides, there 
are ſome extravagant Opinions, and Errors of Mankind, 
1 r "a 


as all other human Paſſions, I think, will admit of no 


| Probability, 
never laugh'd; yet I cannot apprehend how it can be- 


that 
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that don't deſerve, and hardly admit of, a ſerious Anſwer 
and Confutation, which to ridicule, may be the. proper- 


eſt Method of refuting, and exploding. 


Ir ſhall then be the Buſineſs of: the following Dife 
- courſe, to ſet the Bounds, within; which a Chriſtian 
may exerciſe, the Paſſion. of Laughter innocently, and 
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Axv, 1, We muſt exerciſe it in a due Seaſon: Not 
in an Act of Devotion; not when we are diſcourſing of 
divine Things; not in our Neighbours Miſery, or our 
own, unleſs it. be to relieve that Miſery; not in a Time 
of any great and ſingular Danger; and the like Caſes, 
which every Man's own Diſcretion, and Nature herſelf, 
will ſuggeſt to him. But more. eſpecially, not at the 
Hour of. Death. For at that Time we ſhall have need 
of all that is grave, and ſerious in the Soul, to order 
that important Step into 1 Not the beſt Man 

can be fo. fully aJur'd, of his Salvation, as. to have no 
Care in his Thoughts about it when he comes to die. 
or ſfiould we ſuppeſe him to have that full Aſſurance; 
yet the ſure Expectation of Heaven, and certain Pro- 


ſpect of that Happineſs, which neither Eye hath ſeen, nor | 


zeive,. ſhould raiſe'another Kind of Joy in his Soul, than 
that which expreſſes itſelf in Laughter, and a jeſt. Be- 
ſides, how unſurable is ſuch a Levity of Mind ta the aw- 
ful Preſence of Go p, into Which he is juſt entering; and 


Ear heard, neither has entred into the Heart of Man to con- 


the Society of Angels, and the Spirits of juſt. Men made per-. 
fea? I bin ſenſible, indeed, that 4 Nee 
ludicrous Beha viour at Death, Magnanimity, and theß 
behold . with Admiration the Examples which Hiſtorx 
furniſhes, of Perſons, who have approached Death after 
. ſuch a ſportive Manner. As to a. celebrated Country- 
Man of our own, tho I would by no means tread hard 
| | Fr TAY - upon 
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upon the Aſhes of ſo extraordinary a Perſon, yet I can- 
not but ſay, That, in this Particular, he is by no Means 
à Pattern for our Imitation. The preparing of his Head 


for the Block with a Jeſt in the Month of it, was unqque- 


ſtionably a Levity unbecoming a Chriſtian in a dying 
- Hour, whatever an eminent hen has pleaded in his De- 
| fence. How much more worthy of our Imitation was 
the Deportment of the Royal Martyr upon the Scaffold? 
With what Eirmneſs, and Conſtancy, and at the ſame 


Time with what Compoſedneſs, and Gravity, dic he wax 


to Eternity As to ſome others, who ha ve not only jeſt 


cee, but jeſted profanely upon their Death - beds, a Man 
cannot reflect upon them, without conceiving Horror at 


- 


their Impiety, as well as a charitable Grief, and Chriſtian 
Compaſſion for their Souls... EO 


. 
8 b 
4 3 


. SHALL diſcourſe bar ger Mirth by and by; and 
hall only;obferve at preſent,” Thar as profane.Mirth can 
Death; bed. What a monſtrous Abſurdity and Madneſs 
is it, for a Man toridicule Religion with a dying Breath, 
and throw. himſelf down the Sch Precipice of Eternity, 
With profane Scoffs, and impious Raillery in his Mouth! 
Me muſt conſider theſe Perſons indeed, not as Chr iſti- 
2ns, but as Heathens. + Byt even as Heathens, they can 


1 


— 


Step into another World, or into Nothing. If it leads 
into another World, and opens a new Scene of Being, 
ought it not to caſt a Man's Thoughts into a ſerious 
Poſture. to reflect, that he is now taking a Leap in the - 
Dark, and going. to be, he doesn't know what, he doesn't 
know where? Ifo it. annihilates the Man, it cannot Be 


da *a:chearful,; much leſs a mirthful Conſideration. Can the 


Breath jeſt, that is quite expiring, and totally periſh-- 


ing? Can the Thoughts be ſportful, at the. Moment they 
7 ow | 1 e TO ORs 
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C 


never be juſtify d in this Point. To die, is the moſt im» 
portant Circumitance of human Nature. Either it is a 


a E 
[4 


[10 <A Diſconrſe ou Rivicuts. 
5 —— — * bee — eee 
0 are going to be extinguiſhed, ſcattered, and for ever 

loſt in Aur? 1135 e FR 


Bur 2dly, We muſt exerciſe our Faculty of Laugh 
ter, and Talent of N due 8 that is 
to ſay, upon proper Perſons, and proper Things. Upon 
| _ Per ſons I the there are fome Perfors whom 
| either their Dignity, or Authority, exempt from 
[ dur Ridiculs, Again; There are ſome Perfons of 
that Genius and Temper, that they are offended and 
_ exaſperated by the moſt innocent Raillery. We ſhould 
1 then out of chriſtian Charity avoid as much as poſſible 
i 5 giving ſuch Offence. And as our Ridieule muſt be di- 
2 reed to proper Perſons, fo likewiſe to proper Things. 
We muſt not deride the Poverty and Calamity of our 
Neighbours. This is neun, unchriſtian and barbarous, 
and inhumane. We ſhould rather condole with them, 
and relieve them in their Misfortuge than by cruel Scoffs 
and Mockery,. grieve. thoſe whom: God has wounded, as the 
Pfalmiſt expreſſes it. Such Scoffers ſhould reflect, that 
_ thoſe Afflictions beſal their Brethren by Gop's Appoint- 
ment, ho can with Eaſe, if he thinks fit, make them 
every whit as unſortunate as thoſe unhappy Perſons, 
whoſe Miſety they deride. Laugh no Mar to ſeorn in 
the Hiterneſt of bis Soul; fon there is One that humbleth al 
 exxalteth, fays the Son of Sirach, Nor may we deride ut 
dun Miſery : For this is to make a very: irveligious Uſe 
of Afflictions, which Gop deſigns for the Advantage of 
eur Souls. Nor may we ridicule the Sins and Vices 
either of our Neighbour, or ourſelves. Not the Sins, and - 
Vices of our Neighbour, which ſhould rather excite 'our 
1 Compaſſion, and our Grief, than our Derifion, and our 
1 - Mirth. Our Eyes, like thoſe of the P/almif; ſheuld 
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2 D SR hight n is as Praftice of Ridlcaling 
the Sins, and Follies of our Neighbours? I had al 
molt ſaid, it is as common as our Speech: It takes Hold, 
alas! in an inſenfible Manner, and in ſome Degree, 
even of thoſe among us, who appear in other Reſpects 
to be good Chriſtians, and is apprehended to be inno- 
cent Converſation, ' and harmleſs Entertainment, and 


fhews how imperſect the Religion of the very beſt Chri- 


ſtians is, and — much they ſtand in Need of the Me- 


rits and Interceſfion of a Lone? Soy But would it not be 


à more generous and noble,” as Well as a more juſtifiable, 
and innocent Entertainment, and more agreeable to the 
rear Mind, and the Charity of a good 
Chriſtian, to contemplate the beautiful Side of Mankind, 


and diſcourſe, when Men meet, of the Virtues, and Ex- 


cellencies, and "Accomp liſhments of their Nei hbours? 


Buch a Conduct, de, would ſweeten Diſcourſe, 


ſume our Viſits, more than the fragrant Gums: 


and and Mpeg 
—— 
ittuſtrious Reſemblanee of the bleſſed Angels. For ſuch 


ſation f Heaven. There is no Satyr, no Raille 
Ridieuls there Ns ſuch mean Pkaſure, no ſuch low 
Wit, in that reſimd Company. Each contemplates the 


which Eaſtern and Southern People burn for 
inment ef one another; ind exalt us to an 


is the Talk of thoſe happy Spirits; ſuch is the — * 


Ferfections of another as his own, and rejoyces in the 


| Celebration of them. 80 unehriſtian, ſo uhgenerous, ſo 


mean is the Pleaſure, which flows from the e the 


Sins and Follies of — Bretten. oy 


. 


K o EVER, as 1 Jave” iid aboye, Ridicule if it 50 


eharirably defigned, andi ſeaſonably and skilfully apply d, 
may be allowed ſometimes as a Means of reclaiming 
Men from their Vices, and their Sins, when ferious Re- 
_ proof, and grave Advice cannot attain that End. 4 
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the . Elk "card * ae Sin of Tao 8 
Cy aloui, ſays he, far he is 4 God: "either. 1 it talking, 
ar he is 2 or -he is in 4 Journey, i on per advent 
he ſleepeth, and muſt by awaked. . And, the ancient Apo- 
7 77 the Chriſtians, wittily, and with ſome Kind 
| Pleafantry, expoſe the Abſurgity: of it in their Wris 
tings. . Lis true, there are ſome Crimes, and Sins of 
Mlen, of that Enormit)z and Size of. Guilt; that they 
le cn never be mentiomd by a good Chriſtian without 
1 oh, and are therefore; by no means proper Subs: 
| joy f our Nödienle, Nor may ye jeſt upon our 
-own. Vices. This ould, dr gU ur ohdurate Heart, and 
a ſear'd Conſcience.. Nor m we ab: the: Natus | 
lj ral Deſects, and e of 
[| * of Body, or Mind: Bod | 
= mity, ere A Deaf heſ * 15, an 
1 Infirmities of Old A and 5 Mind, 
| as: Stupidity, Madneſs like. Tis indeed an 
i Aﬀeont to. & o 5 him and A Derifion of.,the Works 
i _ = hi Hands, and 3 Sort: of | vt 
. Want of Liberaſi "Good. ar, Cres 
1 tures. It is God that hath made g, 40d not we bur ets: 
| But tho we are not permitted by * hy * 9 
the . Lese 85 rmnities of 
yore ther is pod I 


not Gor „ but themes have, mad, 


| | 1p 2 3 


. are vin oak 
ly deficient, and for which Nature never del neck them, 
9 2 unqualified. them, "ad as Ridicule SY 
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unjuſtifiable, when it falls foul upon the natural De- 


_ +. fects, and Infirmities of Men; ſo, much more ſo, when 


it is levelled at any Virtue, and Excellence that they 
are poſſeſſed of, to which in juſtice Commendation, and 
Reſpect are due, But moſt of all it is unjuſtifiable, when 


it aſſaults Religion, and flies prophanely in the Face of... - 
__ » Gov, bleſſed for ever. And yet how does this impi- 
" ous Raillery abound in this irreligious Age? There was 


=_ ——— — —— — * 


never certainly an Age, ſince Chriſtianity has been 
eſtabliſhed in the World, in which the Divine Author, 


and the Sacred Doctrines of it, have been made {o” 
much the Subject of prophane Ridicule. Holy Re- 
deemer of Mankind ! That thy great, thy glorious _ 
Name, at which every Kypee ſball bow, both in Heaven and 
Earth, and Things under the Earth, and thy incomparable 
Religion, ſhould be derided by wicked Libertines! That 
thy Pains, and Sufferings, and bitter Agonies, and that 
precious Blood, which Thou didſt ſhed for the Redem- 
ption of the World, ſhould be turn'd into Ridicule z. 
and this in a Chriſtian Country, by thoſe who have 
been baptized in thy bleſſed Name, and educated in 
thy excellent Religion ! But what mad Raillery is this ? 


I call it mad Raillery, and it is eminently ſuch; it is 


| ſuch in the higheſt Senſe immaginable, For can theſe 

Mien mathematically demonſtrate the Falſnhood of the 
Chriſtian Religion? No; they do not, they cannot 
pretend to fuch Certainty, and Demonſtration in the 
Matter. And what a Diſtract ion is it then, what a 
Frenzy, what a Madneſs, to ridicule a Religion, Which 

for ought they can tell certainly to the contrary, may 


be true? And if it ſhould, What will they be in the 


Hand of that offended G o p, whoſe Laws they have 


i derided ; that omnipotent Hand, that taketh ap the 1/es 


— very little Thing, and meaſureth the Waters in the Hol- 
 Jow of it, and meteth out the Heavens with its Span; as the 


"Prophet ſpeaks? It was a good Saying of 2 Roman 
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ho being in Diſpu 


Diſpute with the Hmperor 

having manifeſtly. the better of the Argu- 
hſtanding yielded up the Point, and being 
afterwards reproved by his Friends for ſo mean a Piece 


Courtier, W 
| Adrian, and 


of Complaiſance, reply 'd, Au Emper or is 4 


pit ant; there is uo diſputing with aMan, who 
'gions at his Command, I may apply 


this, I think, not ime 


ſpeaking of. Let 


pertinently to the profane Scoffers I am 


them not make War with Heaven: They are no, Match, 


for the ALMIGHTY: There is no 


Contending with 


ions öf Angels, and all 
s Command : There is 


Him, who has numberleſs Le 
the Powers of the Creation at his Co N 
no Contending with Him, who can make their pr 


ofa ne 


their Mouth, in the 


Tongues cleave to the Rgof of 


very Act of their impious Mirth here upon Earth, and 
without their Repentance,' make them 'miferable paſt 
Expreſſion to all Eternity hereafter. Then, He tha þe- 


: e Bil 


ord ſhall have them in De. 


expreſſes it. But what is it theſe 
. themſelves? When they have de- 


6 


Fe gn 
moliſhed Chriſtianity, will they erect any Thing better 


in its Room? Was there ever yet any rational Scheme, 


and conſiſtent Syſtam of Deiſm.? Are the 
an Agreement, as to the Points of 


y yet co 
If the Certainty, as to the Immortality oft 


me to 


Soul, and a future State of Rewards, and Bun iſhments, 
that Revelation affords Men, which Notion are indeed 


the Foundation of all Morality, and-withou 
human Laws can but weakly inforte it? 
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tewiſe receives no little 


J%%%%%%ͤ . 1- Ot af; SG TTD1) 52 365 1.3 
Non are prophane Jelts flung only t 
Religion, natural Religion lik 

Share of Mockery, andiScorn.:::Foricho* Dein, 
be the Kind of Infidelity moſt | 

Atheiſm is not without ſome Advocates, ar 
__ thawPrinciples of Spindaa have a greats Wi 


ptevailing amon 


, yet 


ulavly. 


too many de And the Po 7 * ches Ping r 
5 diſcovers itſelf, as in Nl year Lubre of Life, Dig. 
that impious Raillery, wit 71 they invade Heaven, 
and attempt, as it were, the Throne of: Him, who made 
them. How unnatural, as well as prophane, is the 
Mirch of theſe Men? For take away the Belief of a Gon, 
. Aud his Providence, and the Immortality of the pen 
you take away the mot ſolid ppm, Foul g away 
the moſt rational Comfort of human Life. 22 ithout the 
Belief of a Gov, who governs the World, and e Con- 
ducts all the Afftirs of it with infinite Wiſdom , and 
Goodneſs, Nature would be a melancholy Proſpe, 
and the moſt beautiful Objects of it would appear to us 


as TP did in the Eclipſe, ſo freſh in our Memories, 
ale, and faded, dark, and gloomy. And ſo as to the h 


| ortality of he Soul: With what Comfort can a Man 
_ cofiſider bimfe fas a Piece of animal, and rational Clock. 

work, tliat is wound up by Nature for ſuch a Period of 

Time, an Engine which thinks, and talks, and eats, 


i d 
Adtions, and in a little Time, when the Weights 
al be 


down, ſhall ceaſe to move, and be no more, but 


be reſolv'd i into the ſame common Principles with Beaſts 
and Vegetables ? Can theſe Notions refreſh the Mind and 
1 1 ? Can they raiſe Bris ht Ideas, and fpright- 
1y Thoughts? Moſt unnatural! On the contrary, ho- 
cheerful; and delightful a Notion is that of Immortality, 
aid v hat noble Thoughts of himſelf does it poſſe a 
| 1 fith! Next to the Apprehenſion of G o p, and his 
glorious Perfections, there is not a more magnificent 
os ht that can enter into the Mind of Man, than 
the Idea of his own Immortality. An Idea which will 
make ever Thing about him, which is material, look 
mean in his Opinion, and be perſectiy annihilated. 


Wh t a ſublime Ap rehenſion miſt it give a Man of 
hat he ſhall rk when the Fa. 
| 8 . ſhioa + 
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£7, himf = 


inks, and laughs, and weeps, and does other n- 
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ſhion of this World, and (for ought we can tell to the 
__- . contrary) the very Matter of it too, ſhall paſs away; 
[ when the Hills, the everlaſting Hills, the Mountains, 
. and Kocks of the Earth, which ſeem immoveable, and 
founded for Eternity, ſhall melt away like Wax, as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, and the Ocean, that prodigious Maſs of 
Waters, the Waves whereof are ſo mighty, and rage 4 N 
borribly, ſhall break, and evaporate, and vaniſh as a Bub- 
| ble: In a Word, when the Sun, and Moon, and Stars, 
So .- nay, Worlds perhaps yet unborn, and Creations yet in 
1 Embryo, ſhall periſh, and be extinct, and their Place ſball- 
no where be found? Is not this a fine Idea of a Man! 
And ſhall we then part with this ſublime, and beauti- 
ful Proſpect of Immortality? Shall Men deride, and ri- 
dicule fo elevated a Hope? Moſt monſtrous! — 


. 


|  Anv as we may not deride Religion; ſo likewiſe not 

0 that Order, which has ſo near a Relation to it, and ſo 
cl soſe a Connexion with it. As to Atheiſts, and Deiſts, it 
zs no Wonder if they caſt their Scoffs upon the Prieſt- 
1 | | hood. Alas! the Humour of deriding it has ſpread 


. who have not yet deſerted us, and gone over to Infi- 
5 delity. It may appear perhaps an. Indecency, and for 
which a Man ought to apologize, to plead for Reſpect 

to an Order, to which a Man himſelf, tho! unworthily, 
belongs. But I plead for no extraordinary Meaſure of 

it: Tplead for no more than what will juſt ſerve to ſet 
it above Ridicule, and thereby render the Labours' of 
the Clergy the more ſuccefiful among Men. And this 

is for Go v's Honour: This is for Men's own Be. 


I WII I omit at preſent to inſiſt on the divine In- 
A Mirution el this Order: I will only ſpcak of its Uſefub 
2 Guardian, Neis, anch this in the excellent Words of & a Lay man, 


* 


5 


wider, and taken Hold even of ſome of thoſe Perſons, 
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Who has generouſly employ'd his maſterly Pen in the 


rr . i" <9 AIG 
. : : * — C 


Vindication of it. That a numerous Order of Men 


„ (fays he) ſhould be conſecrated to the Study of the: 


4 which theſe Points ſhould: be: expo! 


cc ſands of Schools, erected at the publick Charge thro 


& and Sexes, without Diſtinction, -v 


* 


moſt ſublime, and beneficial Truths, with a Defign to 


« propagate them by their Diſcourſes, and Writings, to 


inform their Fellow-Creatures of the Being, and Attri- 
4 butes of the DerTY, to poſſeſs their Minds with the 


& Senſe of a future State, and not only to explain the Na- 
& ture of every Virtue, and moral Duty, but hkewiſe to 


* perſuade Men to the Practice of them, by the moſt 
_ ©. powerful and ingaging Motives,is a Thing ſo excellent, 


“ and neceſſary to the Well-being of the World, that no 
* Body but a modern Free-Thinker could have the Fore-- 
« head, or Folly to turn it into Ridicule. The Light im 
ech to the View 


« of: One who is prejudiced againſt the Names, Reli- 4 ; 


„ pion, Church, Prieſt, and the like, is to conſider the: 
6« Obs) as ſo many Philoſophers, the Churches as 
85 


& Schools, and their Sermons, as Lectures, for the Ink 


formation, and Improvement of the Audience. How _ 
& would the Heart of Socrates, or Fully have rejoyced,, ®  . 
<& had they lived in a Nation, where the Law had made . 
„ Proviſion for Philoſophers, to qead Lectures of Morali- 


« ty; and; Theology every ſeventh Day, in ſeveral Thou- +. 


ectures all Ranks, 
*.A re oblig'd to be. 
«-preſent for their general Improvement? And whan + 


ec out the whole Country, at which L 


4, wicked Wretches would he think thoſe Men, who 


& ſhould endeavour.to defeat: the Purpoſe of ſo excellent 
6 an Inſtitution ?,” Thus. far that eminent Pen- 


| Aim po what then can be the Reaſon of chat Ridicule, 
which is pour d ſo plentiſully upon the Prieſthood, by ma» 


. 


ny of thoſe who do not call themſelves Free-Thinkers, but 
_ profeſs the ſerious Belief of-Chriſtianity ?' Can it be the 
: 2. 0 4 1 * * "pa 8 | — - ; 
A e e WH Ed 


Failing, 


- ee ee need. a i cots —_— 


Fallings, 440 Insemities wm who ſuſtain the here 
Character ? This is an Objection againſt our common 
human Nature. Tis true indeed. our Failings: 
Some haue more, and ſomè have les, and the very beſt 
of us have too many. The very beſt of us have Mouths 
too unhallow'd to expound. Gop's facred Word, and 
Hands too unclean to adminiſter his holy Sacraments. 
But ſince: Go does not a onger think fit 'to-uſe 
the extraordinary Miniſtry of s upon Earth, you 
muſt be contented to take the rines of the Go- 
ſpel from the Mouths, and th Sacraments of it from 
= Hands, of Men, Men of like -Pathons,” 3 
like Infirmities with» yourſelves. - Beſides, a good Chri- 
ſtian inſtead of, ridiculing the Prieſt. hood upon the Ac 
count of the vicious Life of any Clergy- man, ſhould 
on chie contrary, methinks, bewail the Man, and his 
Mlisſortune. 4 Clergy-many who” is a Libertine ift 
his Liſe, is an unſortunate Man indeed! and His Caſe 
beyond that of all other Sinners, worthy to be de- | 
plored. How ſad, how miſerable a Condition is his, 
# who, when he has preached to others, becomes him- 
fell  Caſt-anay.? as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. Like'a Torch, 
which at the fame Time that it affords Men Light to 
walk by, is conſumed, and deſtroyed itſelf? In a Word, 
How deplorable a Calamity i is it, for a Man to go down 
ſtom the Pulpit to. Hell, with grave Diſcourſes of Piety, 
and ee and Femperance, and Chaſtity,” and Cha- 
N ud every Virtue in his Mouth, and with the | 
holy Bible in © bk Hand? Aﬀord then the unhappy 
Man your Lamentation, afford him . | 
let Men ſpare: their Raillery, and Ridi 


* 
* 


Bit: T beſides actual Ridiculing Religion, an 


relating to Religion, there is an Apple wks 2 
which a good Chriſtian ſhould- avoid namely, ff jortive 


| axid j lung vA ES Hell, - and. 


* 
£ 


fudgmeas CLE and Language. 8 


Wale Me —— and 
* V and Pleaſapery, and even. when, it is exerciſed m_ 


3 


—— — — AIDEN 


* Scr 


, ⏑ rr ²˙—˙ N11. ͤ A As © are", r 


Ferential Thoughts, and Expreſſions concerning theſe 
Matters, are a Kind of Fence about Religion, which 
when, Men have once made a Breach in, they may paſs 
by a r y Tranſition to prophane Jeſting, and Rail- 

re they apprehend it. And here I am led to 
take Notice of ſome Chriſtian Writers, who, in Imita- 


tion of Lucian, who has given us a ludierous Repre- 


ſentation of the State of the Dead, have drawn a ſpor- 
tive Picture of the other World, of Hell, and Judg- 


ment, in order to- make ſmart Satyrs upon the Fals, 8 


and Vices of Mankind. But ——. they. appear 
highly blamea ble, for mingling light Wit, and ludi- 


erous Satyr with the Mention, and Deſeription of Hell, 


and 14 — which a good — cannot : think 
i an Awe upon is Soul. 


2160 7 1 * 2753 


355 I N the Exerciſe of Ridicule a due Regard: muſt 


| be had to the Character of che Perſon, who: exerci- ., 
: Men is ſo grave, 


F ee ing eee among. 
; ſevere. as perfectly to tenelude it, yet there are 
erCharaQtoss,. which: admit of a 1 Meaſure of the 
Thing than others do. * | 


otH19% Df. JL #3 


e WX acne our Ridienle: in'a > is D& 


gree, and not make our whole- Lives, as it were, an 
uninterrupted ſeſt, and one continued Fit of Laughter. 


Row. unbecoming us is ſuch a Practice as we are —_ 


as. We are Chriſtians, and as we are Sinners 2 


6 5 : WF v IE eq" Fagt es 
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. If. How does it onbecome us as we are Men: 7 R= 
1 Nature is made for greater, 5 3 important 

hin 8 and break a Je t is no very 
2 — alert rhis, vhen it is poſſeſſed in the 
e in the fulleſt Luſtre of 


* F 


a * Nes tien And hows eee te a "Thy 


e eder. 


then muſt it grow, when a Man exerciſes it intempę- 
rarely, makes it the Buſineſs, and Profeſſion of his Life, 
to laugh, and be ludicrous, to the Exeluſion of all 
ſerious Thoughts, and manly Enterprizes? This is to 
break the Bow of the Mind, inſtead of unbending it. 

Ang yet to. what-a Height of Exceſs does Ridicule 


preſent Age? It overflows in the eee 


even the Writings of People, and has almoſt ex- 


cluded Gravity, and Deceney, mee, and Virtue, out 


of the World. Let us hear what a & great Wit ſays 

upon the Subject. We may obſerve | ſays he) that 
« in the firſt Ages of the World, when the great Souls, 
c and Maſter-pieces of Human Nature' were produced, 


4 Men ſhined by a noble Simplicity of Behaviour, and 


ce were Strangers to thoſe little Embelliſhments, which 


.< are fo faſhionable in our preſent Converſation. And 
« it is very remarkable, that notwithſtanding we fall 
* ſhort at preſent of the Ancients in Poetry, Orator' 


« Hiſtory, Architecture, and all the Noble Arts, 
& gciences, which depend more upon Genius, Ow” 


4 Experience; we exceed' them as much in all the 


cc trivial Arts of Ridicule. We meet with more Rail. 


2 e, the ARE.” N.. fans far that 


ee lery among the Moderns, but more good Senſe a- 
A l m beaviiful Fen. 
4 ND here I cannot but Gerte, whe among the * 
veral Kinds of Ridicule, which prevail in the Writings 


of the Age, there is one Kind of it (which is indeed 


foreign Wa re, and but lately imported into this Nation) 


_ which beſides the Ribaldry, and Prophaneneſs mingled 


with it, appears to me ſo extravagant, and unnatural, 
that I cannot but admire, how it has met with that 


Reception, and Approbation in the World, which jt has 


; 5 thoſp n 1 here are, I ow; a great many 
8363 | Rk. vigorous 


done. I will not be ſo unjuſt- to ſay there is no Wit 


a 
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5 rous Salter of ann Zach gy: — 
$$ which have ſome Degree of Beauty in them. But then 
SH. þ. bi Wit in delirium. And I will adventure to ay 
(tte Tam fenfible I provoke terrible Pens) That ther 
is more true, and natural, manly, and noble Wit in 
= one Page of Demoſthenes, or . Cicero, Homer, . or Virgil, 


than in Volumes of this Kind of Ridicule. And there 
is as much Difference between tlie one and the other 
Productions, as between à fine Piece finiſhed by the 
maſterly Pencil of Titian, or Ra froug and the Caster 

and ani * pgs are nit from China, or 


* „ er W A Lal har rave 


2 "ve 


'B UT to return from this Digreſſion. 
is ſtill more un- Fi 


—_ Ani intemperaterU Uſc.of Ri 
— us as we are Ehriflia Rift a Chriſtian is 
a Character of high Digg "When a Chriſtian im- 
moderately trifles, and jeſts, *tis fo much Majeſty, as it 
Were, laid aſide: *Tis an Aagaſtus deſcending to bound- 
ing Stones: Tis an Agefilans ſporting among Children. 
To % diſſolved in Laug 2 is unſuitable to the Character of 4 Hm. 6. in 
_ Chriſtian. 28 8. 2 ) who has d*high Calling, and is a Mat. 
* i Citizen of Heaven. Toa. Man indeed, who has ſuch i- 1 
, luſtrious Views, and elevated: Hopes, the whole Earth 
| with all the moſt weighty. Aﬀairs of it is but Vanity. 
And how 0 ht then muſt be the Levity of it? It is alroge- 
ther lighter than Vanity i ſelf. And in truth Gravity is a 
Quality ſo neceſſary in a Chriſtian, that ſome of the Fa- 
thers dolge us little, or nothing in Laughter,or Ridicule: 
and particularly Clemens Alexandrinas is ſo ſevere. as to Pedeg. lib.z: 
correct our very Smiles: xe} 5 Y Heis rubeyoyaRX, cap. 32 
. Tbe very Smile of 4 Chriſtian (a he) ſhould be under 
| 1 N oh And as this muſt be allowed to be an Error _ 
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| „and haſt. 
thou no penitential Sorrow: ? Haſt thou no ſerious Hours? 
Is thy whole Life a Fit of Levity, and Mirth? It would 


Vain Man! Haſt thou ſo many Sins to bewai 


hetter become thee, and would tend more to thy Ad- 


vantage, to retire ſometimes into thy Cloſe! 


thy Knees, ſhed thy Tears, ſtrike thy Breaſt with the- 


ue and ſay, with him, Lord be merciful unto me 4. 
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FT HE OH and New Teſtament connected in the Hiſtory. 
of the Fews and neighbour-Nations, from the Declenſion 

ok the Kingdom of 1/rael and Fudab to the Time of Cuzisr : By. 
_ Humphrey Prideaus, D. D. Dean of Norwich. 1 


DOrigines Eccleſtaſticæ: Or the Antiquities of the Chriſtian Church, 
Vol. I. in two Books, whereof the firſt treats of Chriſtians in 
general; their ſeveral Names and Degrees ; of Catechumens, 
„11 Laity, and Clergy : And the ſecond gives a particular Account 
olf the ſeveral Superior Orders and Offices in the Primitive 
ch The Second Editionm. ent I 
© _ * Origines Eccleſiaſtice:: Vol. II. giving an Account, I. Of the 
7 Inferior Orders of the Ancient Clergy. II. Of the Manner of 
their Elections and Ordinations, and the particular Qualifica- 
tions of ſuch as were to be Ordained. III. Of their Privileges, 
Immunities and Revenues, IV. Of the ſeveral Laws relating. 
1 25 their Employment, Life and Converfation. The Second 
Origines Eeclefſaſticæ: Vol. III. Wherein is contain'd, I. An: 
Account of the Ancient Aſceticks, and the Original of Monks 
ſucceeding them, with the ſeveral Laws and Rules relating to 
the Monaſtick Life. II. An Account oſ the Ancient Churches, 
their Originals, Names, Parts, Utenſils, Conſecrations, Im- 
mmunities, Cc. III. A Geographical Deſcription of the Di- 
4 ſtricts of the Ancient Church, or an Account of its Diviſion + 
into Provinces, Dioceſes, and Pariſhes, and of the firſt Original 
of theſe. The whole Illuſtrated with Cuts, Maps and In- 
8 E | dexes.- | 1 BON „„ EW | 8 73 e . 1 
HOHOriginet Eccleſiaſtitæ : or, the Antiquities of the Chriſtian 
Church. Vol. IV. in Three Books, Giving an Account of, 
I. The Inſtitution of the Caterbumens, and the firſt Uſe of the 
Freds in the Church; II. Of the Rites and Cuſtomes obſerved 
in the Adminiſtration of Bapriſzm. III. Of Confirmation, and 
1 other Rites following Bapriſm, before Men were made Par- 
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